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When manuscripts were custom made, patrons enjoyed adding their ownership marks, such as their 
image, coat of arms or motto. We continue our selection of manuscripts made for patrons, this time 

members of the clergy. Most books are currently available, though two have returned ‘home’. 



 
To serve God is to reign is the motto of cardinal Pierre of Foix 
(1386-1464), who played a decisive role in ending the Great 

Schism (1417). The Franciscan cardinal had a taste for 
expensive books and acquired many manuscripts from the 

papal library in Avignon. 



This Gospel Lectionary made for Franciscan 
use in Avignon, c. 1325-1350, came into 

Pierre de Foix’s hands in the 15th century 
when his motto was added. 

 
345 x 235 mm, 172  leaves, 82 pages with ‘puzzle’ 

initials 



Breviary made for Hermann von Hessen, 
archbishop of Cologne (d. 1508) 

 
Elected archbishop of Cologne in 1480, Hermann 
received the pallium in 1481 and was invested with 

the regalia by the emperor in 1485. His solemn entry 
in Cologne was postponed until 1488, his breviary 

dates therefore c. 1480-1488.  
 

The manuscript returns to Cologne as it was 
recently acquired by the Historisches Archiv Köln. 

 



The bishop’s special devotion to St. Elisabeth 
is the better explained by the fact she was the 
‘Stammmutter’ of the counts of Hesse. 
 
Breviary, 182 x 132 mm, 261 leaves, 11 large painted 
initials on gold, 9 of which historiated. 



 
“Wolt ihr zum Bisschof 

von Köln gehen, so 
sehet, wo die Armen 

stehen” 
 

points at Hermann’s works 
of mercy and his generous 
support of the poor. His 
care for the needy was 
rooted in his pastoral 

duties and in his spiritual 
models, such as  

St. Martin  



Missal, use of Zürich, written by Johannes Horwer for Andreas Molitor, vicar at Schwerzenbach  
Switzerland, Zürich, signed and dated 1485. 

 
345 x 245 mm. 309 leaves. 1 full-page miniature, 7 large ornamental initials in gold, 2 leaves with marginal decoration, 

with texts on saints as Felix and Regula, Verena and even Charlemagne; Zürich itself is praised extensively. 



Ego Andreas Molitoris de Keiserstuol, 
Rector huius ecclesie in Schwertzenbach pro 
remedio anime et benefactorum retuli hunc 

librum 1485 (f. 89r)  
I, Andreas Müller of Kaiserstuhl rector 

of this church in Schwerzenbach 
brought this book for the health of my 

soul and (other) benefits.  



First leaf, even though damaged, still shows the date 
and name added in gold by Johannes Horwer. 



Important scribal testimony of Johannes 
Horwer, fully unknown Swiss scribe but 
now attested by three books. He was a 

‘Burger’ of Zürich. 
 

Signed and dated Missale. 
 

345 x 245 mm. 309 leaves. 1 full-page miniature, 
7 large ornamental initials in gold, 2 leaves with 

marginal decoration. 
 
 
 



Gospel Lectionary made for abbot 
Nicaise Delorme for use at the 

abbey of  Saint-Victor, illuminated 
by François Le Barbier fils.  

France, Paris, 1494. 
 

299 x 195 mm, 131 leaves (of 132),  
14 miniatures 



The abbot kneeling before St. Sebastian. 
His coat of arms was added to the 

opening page. The repeated fleur-de-lis  
shows his support of the King. 

 
Gospel Lectionary commissioned in 1494 
for the Abbey of Saint Victor in Paris by 

abbot Nicaise Delorme (1488-1516).  
 299 x 195 mm, 131 leaves, 14 miniatures 



St. John the Baptist preaching and Delorme praying before St. Sebastian 
Gospel Lectionary of Abbot Nicaise Delorme, 299 x 195 mm, 131 leaves (of 132), 14 miniatures 



Preparationes ante missam…  
‘miniature’ manuscript  

written and illuminated by friar Petrus Angeli 
Flemish Brabant, Celestine Abbey of Heverlee (Louvain), 1582  

100 x 65 mm, 75 leaves, 18 pages with full borders,  
16 full-page miniatures with full borders across openings  

 



 
St. John on Patmos, in: Preparationes ante missam… made at  

Heverlee Abbey by Friar Petrus Angeli 
Flemish Brabant, Celestine Abbey of Heverlee (Louvain), 1582  

100 x 65 mm, 75 leaves, 18 pages with full borders,  
16 full-page miniatures with full borders across openings  

 



 Preparationes ante missam… made to the memory of the Croy family, founders of Heverlee Abbey,  
at the time of Philip III of Croy (1526-1595), 3rd duke of Aarschot, Knight of the Golden Fleece  

 
written and illuminated by friar Petrus Angeli 

Flemish Brabant, Celestine Abbey of Heverlee (Louvain), 1582  
 

The manuscript has returned to its place of origin at Heverlee,  
premises of Leuven University Library 
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