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In her Radical Writing (1988, Basel, private
collection) the artist Irma Blank addresses
connections between language and visual
representation. She creates a form of writing not
related to knowledge or meaning, but rather to
intuition.

Through the use of movement in her hands and
body during the making of her artworks, Blank
gives a sense of rhythm, freedom, and energy to
the act of writing and sign-making.



…years of furious work gave us the most beautifully designed books 
ever.

IN LAYOUT AND LETTER DESIGN, JOHANN IN LAYOUT AND LETTER DESIGN, JOHANN 
GUTENBERG, THE INVENTOR OF GUTENBERG, THE INVENTOR OF 
PRINTING, LEFT NOTHING TO CHANCE: PRINTING, LEFT NOTHING TO CHANCE: 
PAINSTAKING PREPARATIONS, 

…years of furious work gave us the most beautifully designed books 

PAINSTAKING PREPARATIONS, 
EXPERIMENTATION, AND ....



Gutenberg worked after an example of what
was considered a ‘Parisian’ 14th-century
Bible, where the professional designs of
books had found fertile ground.

Biblia Latina (Pocket Bible, easy to take when
travelling), Paris Mathurin workshop, c. 1250.



In more than 600 years
Gutenberg’s work has lost
none of its sublime beauty and
mastery.

Gutenberg Bible: Book of Joshua, with 13
leaves the largest fragment available on the
market.



The Mainz Psalter of 1457 was
the first dated printed book. It
was, almost certainly,
Gutenberg who was the
mastermind behind this next
major work of printing: with new
typefaces and the use of colour.

Psalterium Moguntium – A double
leaf. Mainz: Johann Fust and Peter
Schöffer, 14 August 1457. – Leaf from
the second issue of the first Psalter
printed by Fust and Schöffer.



The Mainz Psalter was also the first book printed in three colours – a technique still too
difficult and soon abandoned. The great designer, Gutenberg, died poor, while his
assistant and financer made the trade of printed books most successful, changing the
world of communication.

Psalterium Moguntium – A double leaf. Mainz: Johann Fust and Peter Schöffer, 14 August 1457. –
From 2nd issue of the 1st Psalter printed by Fust and Schöffer.



The first Latin Bible printed in Paris by Ulrich Gering, Martin Crantz and
Michael Friburger [between July 1476 and July 1477, 2 vols.] is closely copied
from the 48-line-Bible printed in Mainz in 1462 by Fust and Schöffer. Their
connections to Parisian scholars and book dealers are well known.

First edition, of which only 32 copies survive world-wide, 14 of which are
incomplete. Extremely rare on the market.



…The Parisian Bible was printed next
door to the Sorbonne.

Earlier in the Middle Ages, the university
had been the first to demand texts be
hand-copied professionally, and later
some of its members also got involved in
printing, inviting German printers to set
up presses within the walls of the
Sorbonne in 1470. It took seven years
before the Bible was printed – from a site
no longer at but still close to the
University.

The Parisian Bible



At the foot of the first page of both volumes the letters OP are added by hand.
These refer to the Ordo predicatorum, the friar preachers or Dominicans, who
were the university’s neighbours. The extensive monastic order offered great
chances for distribution, and the monks may have been one of the earliest
recipients of the printed edition (detail of a printed plan of Paris, c. 1550, ‘les
Jacopins’ = Dominicans).



… Early printers gave us the most beautifully designed books, which inspired followers and
stimulated communication and dialogue. Today they are extremely rare.

You are kindly invited to visit our exhibition during Art Basel 12th-16th June 2017.

PRINTING REVOLUTIONIZED PRINTING REVOLUTIONIZED 
COMMUNICATION AND COMMUNICATION AND 
DIALOGUE



Dear Book Lovers and Art Collectors,

We would like to invite you to our exhibition during the 48th annual Art Basel fair.

Monday, 12th to Friday 16th June 2017

Our Gallery will be open during the week of Art Basel from 10 am. to 6 pm.

Private tours will be given during that time. ñ Spalenberg 55, 4051 Basel

We will present museum quality Medieval and Renaissance manuscript illumination  
that still inspires and influences contemporary artists.

We are looking forward to welcoming you in our gallery

With very warm regards
Dr. Jˆ rn G¸ nther & Team

Dr. Jˆ rn G¸ nther Rare Books AG
Manuscripts and Early Printed Books

Parisian Pocket Bible, France c. 1250

Irma Blank, Radical Writings, Oil on Canvas, 1994 Irma Blank, Radical Writings, Watercolors on Papier, 1988

Johannes de Turrecremata, Meditationes. Mainz: J. Neumeister, 1479




