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We are very proud to exhibit for the first time and to
return to France after many decades of being lost from
view, the extraordinary, royal, luxuriously illuminated Life
of St. Radegund, made for King Charles VIII and his
Queen Anne of Bretagne.
At the Salon du Livre Rare in Paris, we are offering the
unique opportunity not only to examine, but also to
purchase for your own collection, this treasure of French
patrimony.

This manuscript about the Queen and Saint Radegonde was made for Charles VIII and his wife Anne of Brittany, in Poitiers
in 1496-98. It portrays the King of France protected by the saintly queen as well as the royal arms and royal emblem, the
épée enflammée.

Charles VIII (1470-1498) and Anne, duchess of Bretagne (1477-1519) married in 1491. None of the six children
born from this union survived childhood. The manuscript on Saint Radegonde presented here can be rather
precisely dated to 1496-1498, when the most recent events described took place and before the King died
unexpectedly (these portraits in: Paris, BnF, ms. Lat. 1190, 1492-1495).

The text of this Life of St. Radegund, including her
Office, Mass and Miracles, and dedicatory poems, is a
thrilling tribute to France and to Poitiers and may be
identified as the lost work written by Jean Bouchet of
Poitiers, as mentioned by him in 1517.

(At left:) The young princess Radegund (518-87),
consents “for the sake of France" to wed the despotic
King Clothaire (d. 561) and became a role model for
future kings and queens.
France, Poitiers, c. 1496-98.
260 x 180, vellum, 66 leaves, with 11 large miniatures
surrounded by full borders.

While the King feasts, Queen Radegund feeds the poor.

Radegund endures years of the king’s misconduct but
continues to serve France. When the king kills her younger
brother, the queen and her consorts find refuge with Médard
of Noyon. Here Radegund expresses the wish to retire to a
convent.
The oldest manuscript of her life dates from the 11th century
(Poitiers, BM, ms. 250). In the 15th century, the iconography
and text were adapted to that era.

On her flight, a miracle prevents the king from finding
her. Soon more miracles occur. In Poitiers she founded
a monastery. Above, the Byzantine emperor presents
her with a reliquary of the Holy Cross.

(Above:) Reliquary of the True Cross at Poitiers
offered by the Byzantine emperor to Queen
Radegund. Today it is preserved in the abbey of St.
Benoit de Vienne, south of Poitiers.
(At left:) Church of St. Radegund in Poitiers.

Église de Sainte Radegonde a Poitiers.

A church is dedicated to Radegund in Poitiers, where her tomb is found in the crypt. Although, she was buried here in 587,
the sarcophagus itself dates from the 10th century. As is described in our manuscript, it was opened in 1417 upon the
request of John, duke of Berry. Immediately after St. Radegund’s death, miracles occurred at and nearby her tomb, which
attracted numerous pilgrims to Poitiers.

The manuscript’s text comprises the stories of
numerous miracles, as well as poems, likely written by
a citizen of Poitiers in dedication to (and promotion
of) the city’s patron saint.
(At left:) Praying to Radegund saves us from disaster.

Moreover, poems are devoted to the “prince regnant”
and to the city of Poitiers (“Poitiers, Poitiers, cite
royale”, f. 54). The text, a gift to the king, was made at
his request (“vostre command”, f. 54v). In this personal
document, the poet also expresses the wish that the
queen may give birth to a “beau dauphin”.
Charles VIII, however, died unexpectedly on 7 April
1498 without a direct heir. The single arms of Brittany
added to the final miniature suggest that the widowed
Anne, duchess of Brittany, took the manuscript with
her to Brittany when she left the court.

Radegund’s handwritten Life, a gift to the King Charles VIII of France, does not mention an author. However in 1517, Jean
Bouchet (1476-1557), procureur of Poitiers, writes that Charles VIII had earlier invited him to translate a Vita of St.
Radegund in French. As he found that text inadequate – “because of my young age and inexperience” he then published
his Histoire et cronique de Clotaire ... et sa tres illustre epouse madame saincte Radegund dedicated to Anne de
Gallica:
Bretagne’s
daughter,
Claude,
queen
of
France
(r.
1514-24,
digitized
version
on
http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k1086567/f1.image).

Queen Radegonde‘s life and death are surrounded by miracles. In
sparkling, bright colours and with the royal symbols, the role of the
saintly first lady is highlighted in this newly discovered, unpublished
manuscript. Illuminated by a Poitevin miniaturist, this manuscript may
be the earlier but never found text written by Jean Bouchet as a young
man. This manuscript is a unique testimony of French patrimony.
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