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Illuminated Gradual,  
Alsace/Upper Rhine, c. 1450 

584 x 414 mm, 350 leaves (incompl.) 
 

Frontispiece surrounded by four decorated 
borders with half-length angels and seven 
medallions containing historiated scenes. 



 
 

Approximately 450 finely decorated initials, 
surrounded by portraits, figures and playful animals - unicorns, 

deer, dogs, hares, saints, Virgin and Child, Christ child etc.. 
 

Gradual,  
Alsace / Upper Rhine, c. 1450 



IMPOSING IN ITS ORIGINAL MEDIEVAL BINDING  
 

The ambiance of the decoration seems to refer to 
 a German or Alsatian nunnery, perhaps an 

 Upper Rhenish convent in the region of Strasbourg, 
Colmar or Freiburg. 

 



Breviary made for the archbishop of 
Cologne, Herman von Hessen shown here 

with patroness Elisabeth, Stammmutter of the 
Landgrafen von Hessen 

 
Cologne, c.1480-1488 

!
182 x 132 mm, 261 leaves (incompl.) 
11 illuminated and historiated pages 

!



Elected archbishop of Cologne in 
1480, Hermann received the pallium in 
1481 and was invested with the regalia 
by the emperor in 1485. Due to the 

troubles in Cologne, the solemn entry 
was postponed until 1488:   

dating this Breviary 
 c. 1480-1488 



 
Jacobs‘ ladder                      Twelve apostles 

Breviary of Hermann von Hessen, Cologne, c. 1480-1488 
182 x 132 mm, 261 leaves, 11 illuminated and historiated  pages!

 



 
    Feast of Mary Magdalene                                              Daniel in the Lions’ den 

Breviary of Hermann von Hessen, Cologne, c. 1480-1488 
182 x 132 mm, 261 leaves, 11 illuminated and historiated pages 



King David playing the harp,  
Ferial Psalter, Southern Germany, Constance, c 1480-1490 

255 x 175 mm, 102 leaves, 7 pen and wash illustrations, 1 historiated and 19 large initials  
(7 of which with decorated borders) 

 

 



Arrest of Christ, pen and wash illustration after Martin Schongauer 
Ferial Psalter, Southern Germany, Constance, c 1480-1490 

255 x 175 mm, 102 leaves 



Ecce Homo and Deposition, pen and wash illustrations 
Ferial Psalter, Southern Germany, Constance, c 1480-1490 

255 x 175 mm, 102 leaves 



 
Decorated initial D and Entombment, 

 pen and wash drawing 
Ferial Psalter, Southern Germany, Constance, c 1480-1490 

 255 x 175 mm, 102 leaves 



 
Prayerbook, manuscript illuminated by Nicolas Glockendon for 

 Wolfgang and Helena Hofmann,  
Nuremberg, c. 1513-1514 

118 x 87 mm, 299 leaves, 10 (almost) full-page miniatures, 120 large (of which 39 historiated) initials 
 



Ecce Homo painted after Albrecht Dürer,  
Hofmann Prayerbook, manuscript illuminated by Nicolas Glockendon,  

Nuremberg, c. 1513-1514 
118 x 87 mm, 299 leaves, 10 (almost) full-page miniatures, 120 large (of which 39 historiated) initials 

 



Communion for a Lady, presumably Helena Hofmann (d. 1514) and St. Erasmus 
illuminated by Nicolas Glockendon, Nuremberg, c. 1513-1514  

118 x 87 mm, 299 leaves, 10 (almost) full-page miniatures, 120 large (of which 39 historiated) initials 
 



Hofmann Prayerbook 
 illuminated by Nicolas Glockendon,  

Nuremberg, c. 1513-1514 
118 x 87 mm, 299 leaves, 10 (almost) full-page miniatures, 

120 large (of which 39 historiated) initials 



Initials and playful border decoration 
 by Nicolas Glockendon  

 
Hofmann Prayerbook, Nuremberg, c. 1513-1514 



!
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Johannes von Montuilla Ritter, Reysen und wanderschaff   
or:  Johannes Mandeville, Itinerarius,  

translated into German by 
Otto von Diemeringen. 

Strasbourg, Johann Prüss, 1484 
Fifth German edition, second in Strasbourg; at the same time  

sixth illustrated edition.!!



 

 
EXTREMELY RARE, GERMAN EDITION 

 
with woodcut initials, 8 exotic alphabets and 

144 (instead of 149) illustrations 
 in contemporary colouring 

 
 

288 x 203 mm, 84 (instead of 87/88) leaves 
 

 



Mandeville‘s  legendary account of a journey to the Holy Land and beyond  
was one of the first illustrated books of the Strasbourg printer Wolfgang Prüss, 

published by him for the second time in 1484 
 



!
!

The Prüss woodcuts present a range of 
realities and wonders described by 

Mandeville: holy and fabulous sites of the 
East, their inhabitants and their script; with 

monsters, exotic animals and plants 
included.  

!
!
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