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Spotlight  
on the Middle Ages 
Illumination from Catalonia & 

Southern France 



Psalter-Hours, fragment  
South of France, Montpellier (?), c. 1285-1300 

c. 230 x 165 mm, 11 leaves, vellum, 2 large miniatures 



Crucifixion and Christ in Majesty 
Miniatures perhaps made in 1285 for a smaller book, 

 but next adapted for this larger Psalter-Hours 



 
Calendar written c. 1300 with the feast 
of Paulus, bishop of Narbonne  on 22 

March!

 
Psalter-Hours, fragment  

South of France, Montpellier (?), c. 
1285-1300 

c. 230 x 165 mm, 11 leaves, vellum, 2 large 
miniatures 



Pontifical, fragment 
 

Presumably illuminated within 
the circle of the Master of St. 

Marco. Catalonia, Barcelona (?), 
 c. 1350-1360.  

 
352 x 250 mm, 20 leaves, vellum, 22 
column-wide miniatures on diaper 

pattern grounds. 
 
 
 

RARE & OF  
EXCELLENT QUALITY 

 
 
 



Ordination and tonsuring of a cleric  
Miniature in a Pontifical, f. 33v, presumably illuminated in circle of the Master of St. Marco  

Catalonia, Barcelona (?), 
 c. 1350-1360 



Detail of the ordination of a cleric:  
the young man receives a book and his hair is cut as a sign of devotion or humility 



!
Ordination of the porter 

Miniature in a Pontifical, f. 36v, presumably illuminated  in circle of the Master of St. Marco  
Catalonia, Barcelona (?), 

 c. 1350-1360!



Ordination of the lector: bishop handing over a lectionary  
Miniature in a Pontifical, f. 38v, presumably illuminated in circle of the Master of St. Marco  

Catalonia, Barcelona (?), c. 1350-1360 



Ordination of the lector (detail)  
The bishop handing over a lectionary, miniature illuminated by the  

best of three painters as seen in the beautiful faces 



Ordination of priests: bishop 
handing over chalice and paten, 
laying his hand on the head, and 

giving the kiss of peace 
 

three miniatures in a Pontifical,  
f. 61r, presumably illuminated  

in circle of the Master of St. Marco  
Catalonia, Barcelona (?), 

 c. 1350-1360 



Ordination of priests: bishop giving the kiss of peace 
 

miniature in a Pontifical, detail of f. 61r,  
presumably illuminated in circle of the  

Master of St. Marco  
Catalonia, Barcelona (?), 

 c. 1350-1360 



Degradation of a priest:  
Surrendering the chalice and paten, 

removal of the chasuble, and 
relinquishing of the stole. 

 
 

three miniatures in a Pontifical,  
f. 231v, presumably illuminated in 

circle of the  
Master of St. Marco  

Catalonia, Barcelona (?), 
 c. 1350-1360 



 
 
 

Gospel Lectionary for 
Franciscan use, in Latin.  

 
Manuscript on vellum, written and 

decorated in 
France, Avignon(?), c. 1325-50. 

 
 
 

345 x 235 mm, 172 leaves, with 
numerous large (3-4 lines) puzzle 

initials in azure, red and gold, with 
pen-flourishes extending along text 

column.  
!
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Gospel Lectionary for 
Franciscan use, in Latin. 

 
 

With motto servire deo regnare est 
(f. 172v), most likely belonging to 

Pierre de Foix (1389-1464), 
Franciscan cardinal. 

 
 

Professionally made, as noted by 
the ‘corrected by Simon’ 

additions, used for many years 
and surviving the ages in a great 

collection 
  





A tall-format Book of Hours from Bourges,  
made for a patron in the South of France, 

208 x 113 mm, 136 leaves, vellum, illuminated with 17 miniatures by possibly three illuminators 



Book of Hours, use of Rome,  
made for Jean de Labarde 

 
 

Manuscript on vellum, in Latin, French and 
Occitan, illuminated after the style of  

Jean Bourdichon and Jean Poyer and an older 
Master from the circle of Jean Perréal.  

France, Tours, c. 1490-1500 
 
 
 

Johannes de Bartha (f. 129v) or Jean de Labarde, 
seigneur de Montcleir, Guizerix and Valle d’Aure, 

married Brunette d’Isalguier, daughter of the 
seigneur of Clermont and the lady of Foix.  

 
Both their initials suit the 

 IB 
 (entangled in a love-knot) 

 added below several miniatures and found in 
combination with FB  BF.  



Visitation  
 

 Book of Hours (f. 40r) made for  
Jean de Labarde, Tours, c. 1490-1500 

 
 
Perhaps a present by the parents to 
the son, hypothetically on a festive 
occasion related to his marriage or 
when taking over charges from his 

father in Quizerix in 1498. 



 
The letters  

F B, B F  
 
 

in the Book of Hours 
of Jean de Labarde 
could perhaps refer to 
Foix and Bearn, where 
both families Labarde 
and Isalguier - de Foix 
h a d  r o o t s  a n d 
properties.  
 
 

These families played 
important roles in Gascony 
and in the Toulouse region 
since the 14th century.  



Adoration of the Magi, f. 53r Holy Family on flight into Egypt, f. 58r 



Enthroned Virgin  
 

 Book of Hours (f. 26v) made for  
Jean de Labarde, Tours, c. 1490-1500 

 
The decoration in medallions follow the 
tradition established by the illuminators 

Jean Bourdichon & Jean Poyer, 
 both active in Tours at the end of the 15th 

century.  
 

The Enthroned Virgin is finely painted 
with delicate details, reminiscent of the 

work of the renowned Jean Fouquet. 



An excerpt from the prayer in Occitan: 
 

Vierges sotana de pietat / Dama de 
granda benignitat / Que par ta granda 
humilitat / Tu as lo filh de dieu 
vortat. / Nostras peccarias te plassia de 
exausat. / Et las vulhas a consilh offrir / 
Per nos quem tant espauentatz ….. 
 
….. Et receplo mi en esperit / Quant 
larma sia en purgatori / Plassia te de li 
dounar adiutori / En sas penas 
aleugament / Gloria et repaus 
finablement. / Amen 
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