Spotlight
on the Middle Ages
Patrons I:

THE ROYAL CODICES

The finest medieval manuscripts were custom-made for patrons who enjoyed adding their
ownership marks: whether a coat of arms, a motto, or perhaps only their initials.
In a series of brief presentations we will highlight a selection of ‘patronized‘ books
currently available. For prices or more information please address our office.

Made in Paris c. 1375, this manuscript of the
Jacobus de Voragine, Legende Dorée was still
appreciated 100 years later. It was handed
down in the family of
King René d’Anjou (d. 1480) and his wife
Jeanne de Laval (d. 1498).

King René d’Anjou (d. 1480) was not the only a great bibliophile:
his wife Jeanne de Laval (d. 1498) was as well. She added their joint coat of
arms on this manuscript and donated it in her last will towards the education of
the daughters of her family.

Birth of the Virgin
and Birth of St. John

St. Benedict preaching
and St. Dominic burning
Albigensian books

In a manuscript full of charming and educational stories on the lives of saints
The artist illustrates a complete story in each of the 87 illuminated initials of c. 40 x 40 mm.
Jacobus de Voragine, Legende Doréee, France, Paris, c. 1375
312 x 228 mm, 270 leaves, 87 historiated initials

Made for Ferdinand I of Aragon, King of
Naples (1456-85), inherited by his son
Federico of Aragon (d. 1504).
In all the book passed through the
libraries of three kings, three cardinals, a
prince and an earl, all well-documented.

Thomas Aquinas, Quaestiones de potentia
dei. Quaestiones de malo. Written by
Venceslaus Crispus, illuminated by Matteo
Felice. Italy, Naples, 30 December 1480.
378 x 260 mm, 378 leaves, manuscript on vellum,
with 2 large and 179 smaller decorated initials

A magnificent royal manuscript
made for the great bibliophile
Ferdinand I of Aragon, King of
Naples as part of a complete set of
the Opera Omnia of St. Thomas
Aquinas, the most important
Christian philosopher of the
Middle Ages.
‘Royal’ in quality of material,
calligraphy, illumination and
provenance.

Written by Venceslaus Crispus and illuminated by Matteo Felice.
Italy, Naples, 30 December 1480
Manuscript on vellum, 378 x 260 mm, 378 leaves,
with 2 large and 179 smaller decorated initials

Compendium dedicated to
and made for Juan II, King of
Castile and Leon (1405-1454).
Spain, c. 1425.
185 x 140 mm, 63 leaves

Manuscript in Latin on vellum, 7
full-page illuminated leaves, 1 large
historiated initial with border, 1
decorated border with figures and
several large ornamental initials.

The king and two of his counselors, illuminating the royal address to
the Serenissimo Juan II.
This ‘mirror of princes’ offers instruction how the king should govern.
It was made in the 19th year of Juan’s reign (c. 1425). With miniatures
of royal imagery and a fascinating world map.

The king as law-giver.
The king discussing with his
counsellors, doctores or lawyers.
Below: a chancellor in a court
of law, with a clerk recording
procedures in a codex, two men,
bailiffs with their attributes of
authority, people attending.
Compendium made for Juan II of
Castile and Leon, c. 1425,
185 x 140 mm, 63 leaves

King Juan II as governor, in a
discussion behind closed doors.
Juan is seated on his throne in his
alcazar. Young clerks make notes
on a scroll. The entrance is
guarded by an armed man. The
red cloth behind the throne is
decorated with letters I
(Iohannes?) and M (Maior?), in
gold.
Compendium made for Juan II of
Castile and Leon, c. 1425,
185 x 140 mm, 63 leaves

The King as warrior
riding for battle and leading his knights
on horses in a mountainous landscape,.
The king preceded by his banner, with
the arms of Castile and Leon, two other
banners as yet unidentified.
Inthe background a walled city, a rough
landscape with mountains, trees, a deer,
a hare and next to a watchtower
(atalaya), a man with a flaming torch
and a fire on the ground.
Compendium made for Juan II of Castile
and Leon, c. 1425,
185 x 140 mm, 63 leaves

Details of the miniature showing Juan II as warrior. The banner of the King with the arms of
Castile and Leon and two other banners. In the background, next to a watchtower (atalaya), a man
with a flaming torch for signalling and a fire on the ground. Showing just one of many Spanish
details in this recently discovered royal manuscript.
Compendium made for Juan II of Castile and Leon, c. 1425

A fascinating map of the world (turned right), presenting details such as the
Canary islands before the coast of Africa, and half of the earth still to explore.
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