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A Pontifical is the grandest and most aristocratic of liturgical books comprising the
services and blessings to be performed by a bishop

425 leaves illuminated in Bruges, c. 1475, with 49 half - and 31 full borders, 80 historiated initials,
12 column-width- and 4 half-page miniatures, 305 x 224 mm



Consecration of a Bishop

Ferry de Clugny brought his Pontifical to
Rome in 1477. It was handed down via a
pope, bishop and queen and several other
private collections.

425 leaves illuminated with 49 half - and 31 full
borders, 80 historiated initials, 12 column-width- and
4 half-page miniatures, 305 x 224 mm
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The extraordinary luxury and opulence of the manuscript has attracted attention since it was first recorded. With 96
miniatures, not including marginal vignettes, this is one of the richest cycles of miniatures in any known Pontifical



Hours of Charles V, use of Rome, in Latin and

French. Illuminated by Gerard Horenbout.
Southern Netherlands, Ghent or Mechelen, c. 1520
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VL ema ect poska o (8 miniatures in golden frames, with border decoration in
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Pentecost
Corpus Christi

Hours of Charles V, with
21 miniatures by Gerard

Horenbout, c. 1520
152 x 75 mm, 181 leaves

According to family
tradition presented by
Emperor Charles V to his
governor Guillaume II de
Croy
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Long lost codex made for Raphael de Marcatellis, natural son of Philip
the Good, abbot of St. Bavon in Ghent
Flanders, Ghent-Bruges, 1484

Manuscript on vellum in French and Latin, 363 x 267 mm. 137 leaves

The first of two texts:
Jean d’Outremeuse, Tresorier de Philosophie Naturelle des Pierres Precieuses
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Chyromantia, or: the Art of Palmistry,
second text in a codex made for abbot Raphael
de Mercatellis, like his father a great bibliophile

Manuscript on vellum, 363 x 267 mm.
Bruges, dated 1484 with 21 coloured miniatures
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Added miniatures in the codex of Raphael de Mercatellis:
Jupiter, Juno and the birth of Pallas Athena, and: the Ark of the Convenant and Nativity
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Added miniatures in the codex of Raphael de Mercatellis:
Juno asks Argus who has hundred eyes to guard the heifer (Io transformed by Jupiter) - Jupiter’s accomplice Mercury lures

Argus into sleep and decapitates him
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