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Compendium made for Leon, Spain, c¢. 1425.
185 x 140 mm, 63 leaves, 7 full-page mi

In the 19t year of his government in 1425, Juan II of Castile and Leon (1405-1454) was only 25
years old. An anonymous courtier felt the need to educate the King on his royal duties and on Spain
and its place in the world.



Compendium made for Juan II, King
of Castile and Leon. Spain, c. 1425

185 x 140 mm, 63 leaves, manuscript in Latin
on vellum, 7 full-page illuminated leaves,
several ornamental initials. With the coat of
arms of Leon and Castile and a dedication to

the king.

uan Il became king in 1406, as an
infant of only 22 months. He reached
his ‘mayorita’ in 1419. The higher clergy
surrounding Juan created a royal image
by propagandistic literary means.

During the next generation, this
culminated in the reign of Juan’s
daughter, Isabella of Castile and her
husband, Ferdinand of Aragon, known
as ‘the Catholic Kings’.
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Compendium made for Juan 1II, King of Castile and Leon, Spain, c¢. 1425
185 x 140 mm, 63 leaves, 7 full-page miniatures.
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Compendium made for Juan II of Castile
and Leon, c. 1425. 185 x 140 mm, 63 leaves,
7 miniatures.
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This fascinating map of the world (turned right) shows the Canary islands
before the coast of Africa. Colonization of the islands by Castile began in
1402. What had never been seen before in any map is a southern
hemisphere filled with water only.












The Compendium dedicated to th astile and Leon (1405-1454), may
also have been in the hands of his daug 451-1504), who in 1492 sent Columbus

out on his way.
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istopher Columbus, Epistola de insulis
inventis. (preceded by:) Carolus
Historia Baetica. Basel, Johannes

Olpe, 1494. 2" Basel edition of
ion of Verardus. 209 x 150 mm, 36
y the Master of Haintz Narr.

stopher Columbus (1451-

count of the discovery of

om the newly discovered
March 1493, Columbus
ral letters to the Catholic

, who had financed his expedition.

e confirmed that the land he had discovered
met all the hopes and expectations attached to
this expensive and risky expedition.

Extremely rare in commerce.
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istopher Columbus. Epistola de insulis
inventis. (preceded by:) Carolus

Historia Baetica. Basel, Johannes
de Olpe, 1494. 27 Basel edition of
edition of Verardus. 209 x 150 mm,
odcuts by the Master of Haintz Narr.

bus Letter’ described at first
is undoubtedly the most
of all voyages of discovery.

gistence of an American continent was

made common knowledge and history
moribus atg loquela:quin omnesfe intelligit ad=

inuicé: que res putilis eft ad id : quod fereniflim@
Regem noftrum exoptare precipug reor:{cilicet eo
rum ad fanétam chrifti fidem cduerfioné . cui qui=
dem quantum intelligere potui facilimi funt & pro

was re-oriented.

An immense impetus was given to the
exploration of the Americas and other sea
routes.

ni.Dixi quéadmodum fum progreflus antea Infu
lam Johanam per re¢tum tramitem occafus in ori=



num copia falubtitate admixtabomini : quaenifi
quis viderit:credulitatem fuperat . Huiusarbores
pafcua & fructus | multi ab illis Iohang differdit .
Hac praterea Hifpana diuerfo aromatis genere
auro metallifg abundat.cuius quidem & omnium Christopher Columbus. Epistola de insulis
aliarum quas ego vidi : & quarum cognitionem
baheo incolg vtriufgfexus :nudifemp incedunt ;

nuper inventis. (preceded by:) Carolus Verardus.
Historia Baetica. Basel, Johannes Bergmann de

Olpe, 1494. 274 Basel edition of Columbus, 3™ edition
ardus. 209 x 150 mm. 36 leaves. 6 woodcut
by the Master of Haintz Narr.

editions of Columbus’s letter, the
version of 1494 was printed in
ith the Historia Baetica, a historical

prose by Carolus Verardus (1440-

e Spanish monarchs Ferdinand and
or the conquest of Granada, the last
Sk of the Moors on the Iberian Peninsula.

The play was performed on 21 April 1492, three
months after the re-conquest of the former capital
of the Roman province of Baetica, in Cardinal
Raffaele Riario’s palace in Rome. It was first
printed in Rome in 1493.
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VENETIAE CIVITASREGIA:
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naualia;port? affurgésiut § ad uni? urbis decoré collata funtimultak ornamétis fupef

Jacobus Philippus [Foresti] Bergomensis. Novissime
hystoriarum omnium repercussiones, noviter ... edite: que
Supplementum supplementi Cronicarum .... Venice,

Albertino da Lessona Vercellese, 4 May 1503.
6™ edition, revised and augmented. 320 x 220 mm, 461
leaves (of 462). Contemporary binding.

Foresti’s illustrated world history is the first to
contain an account of Columbus’ discovery of the
New World and the first account to appear in a
general work (rather than a news report), testifying
to the rapid absorption of the discovery in literary
culture (De quatuor permaximis insulis in India extra
orbem nuper inventis).

In 1503, Foresti augmented his earlier edition with
geographical information and accounts of recent
events. The woodcuts are considered to be a classic
of High Renaissance Venetian book illustration.



Johan Ramirez (ed.), Libro en qlue] esta[n]
copiladas algunas bullas ... y todas las
pragmaticas. Alcalda de Henares, Stanislao
Polono for Johan Ramirez, 16 November
1503. 1t edition. 296 x 207 mm, 369 leaves. Large

armorial title printer's device at end, woodcut
initials. With original signature of Ramirez.

This is the first edition of the famous
collection of Spanish laws and decrees,
containing the first published law on the
establishment of Spanish colonies in
America.

Known as Libro de bulas y pragmdticas (or
simply Las pragmaticas), it was compiled by
Juan Ramirez, secretary to King Ferdinand

and Queen Isabella.

The title woodcut shows the arms of Castile
and Aragon within a three-quarter floral
woodcut border with the motto of the
Catholic Monarchs, Tanto Monta, in a scroll.

Extremely rare.
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Johan Ramirez (ed.), Libro en qlue] esta[n]
copiladas algunas bullas ... y todas las
pragmaticas. Alcala de Henares, Stanislao

Polono for Johan Ramirez, 16 November
1503. 1st edition. 296 x 207 mm, 369 leaves,
signed by Ramirez.

Most interesting for the history of the
Americas is an edict from Medina del
Campo, 22 June 1497, the first to concern
the newly discovered lands.

Here, all judicial officials of the kingdom
are informed that Christopher Columbus
has been instructed to return to Hispaniola

(his Third Voyage, 1498-1500) to arrange

for its government and colonization.

Since there were not sufficient paid
freemen to send along with him, the
judiciary was instructed that all men and
women convicted of crimes meriting
banishment, should be sent to Hispaniola
under Columbus’s governance.
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Johan Ramirez (ed.), Libro en qlue] esta[n]
copiladas algunas bullas ... y todas las
pragmaticas. Alcala de Henares, Stanislao
Polono for Johan Ramirez, 16 November
1503. 1 edition. 296 x 207 mm, 369 leaves.

Signed by Ramirez himself.

Many of these laws determined the destiny
of Spain for centuries: for example, those
ordering the expulsion of Jews and those
putting under death penalty all persons
condemned by the Inquisition who dared
to re-enter the kingdom.

Extremely rare.
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5] IN° NOVA MARIS OCEANI HYSPANIA GENE:

' ralis prafecti pclara Narratio, InquaCelebris Ciuitatis Temix

§J| titan expugnario , aliariiq; Prouintiarii, qug¢ defecerant recupes
| ratio continetur, In quardi expugnatione, recuperationeg; Prafe

¢tus, una cum Hyfpanis Victorias ceterna memoria dignas con
fequutus eft, preterea In ca Mare del Sur Cortefium detexiffe re-
céfet . quod nos Auftrale Indici Pelagus putam, & alias innume
ras Prouintias Aurifedinis , Vnionibus, Variisq Gemmarum

gencribus refertas, Et poftremo illis innotuiffein eis quog Aror [f%

%% matacontineri, Per Doctosé Petrum Sauorgnani Foroiulienfem
28| Reued, in Chriftopatris diii Jo.de Reuelles Epilcopi Viénen(is
) Secretarium Ex Hyfpano ydiomate In Latinum Verfa,

Hernan Cortés, Tertia Ferdinandi
Cortesii ... in nova maris oceani Hyspania
generalis praefecti praeclara Narratio.
Nuremberg, Friedrich Peypus, 1524.

1%t Latin edition, 286 x 194 mm, 56 leaves,
portrait on title, coat of arms, printer’s device.

One of the monuments of early American
discovery and exploration.

Hernando Cortés (1485-1547), soldier and
adventurer, in 1519-1521 conquered what
is now central and southern Mexico. He
sent five extended letters to Emperor
Charles V in which he described his
exploits, placing himself and his actions in
a favourable light.

The title woodcut shows the portrait of the
Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor, with his
characteristic features.



Beatiffimo, ac Sanctiffimo Clementt Septimo Sas
crofanct¢ Romang, ac Vniuerfalis Ecclefig
Pon, Max. Doctox Petrus Savorgnas
nus deditifs. {e.aus Poft Beatori.
pedum humillima ofcula
Feelicitatem ;

ey TA Inrcbus humanisco iieffe cernimus:
'@; gg’ﬁ} Bnti!ﬁmc,acSan&iITme.am.vtpr:féﬁaquo
X G# | damodo fordere wideantur, prifca uero tantum,
W é“ & vetuftiora in calum ufq laudibus ferantur:
e/l Hinc Liberi patris, Hinc Herculis, Hinc Salos
monis, Hinc Aatiquorum precipue AEgipti Re
g brantur Gefta. Admirationi funt Expeditiones maxis
me tam longinquz, Hine Alexander ille Macedo Magni fors
titus eftnomen, jam fine viribus magnis, laboribus mas
gnis, & Animo Magno clia perfici nequierint: Cyteri (i tems
porum noftrorum ¢qui [udices effc uclimus, inueniemus noftrg
Actatis Ge(ta noninferiora, fed longe etiam admirabiliora effe,
Quod uel Vnus nobis oftendit Ferdinandus Cortefius, Is fiquis
dem nd maximis, ut Prifciilli copiis, n& Claffe ingenti. Sed Nas
uibus, acmilitibus perpaucis ea perméfus eft gquora, ad longi
quas profectus eft Oras, & tam Celebrem, munizamey, & loci
Natura, ac defenfonbus Civitatem expugnauit, Ve non (olum
admisationi, fed etiam Miraculo eflc oﬂg: & debear, %ﬂmm
uero [nduftria, %ua animi Magnim‘gne, Quo demum labore,
& periculo tam Ingentia peregerit Facta, operepratium haud
eft recenlere, quum id manifcl%o ex hiis Nasrationibus. coftet,
uapropter Ferdinadus Cortefius zterna non minus, qua prifci
illi dignus e(t memona, meritogs inter Magni nominis Viros con
num;;?i’{&d &gm. Karolus.V.Ro. Electus lmpcnhtor&ml;
per & Hylpaniari & cet.Rex Inui¢tus merito hanco i 0
sé Maximus habetur,g eius Aufpitiis, & Impendiis Alter repers Hernan  Cortés, Tertia
tus it Orbis, Subacte tor Gentes, Deuictirebellantes, Tam pos ) o o0 .
tens, ram munita, & Celebris, tot Prouintiarum, & nauont Dos Ferdinandi Cortesii ... in
minatrix Ciuitas Temixtitan Vi expugnara, [olog; zquata, & , . .
tot Populi 2 Demoniorum cultu, ac nephando facrificandorum nova maris oceani Hyspama
Mortalid ritu prohibiti fucrint, & Aeterni Redemptoris Domini K fecti I
Noftri Iefis Chrifti in Ignotis antea regionibus celebrari, pras generalis praetecti praeclara
aa il

Narratio. Nuremberg,
Friedrich Peypus, 1524. 1%
Latin edition, 286 x 194 mm,

56 leaves.

@A G

£

]

7
&5

In capturing Mexico, Cortés destroyed much of the Aztec civilization. He was officially recognized as the captain
and superior justice of Yucatan, later called New Spain of the Ocean Sea - as in the title of this book. This ‘Third
Dispatch’ is a dramatic military document, which reveals both military and political genius.



« OTENTISSIME DOMINE, VESTRAE
J Cafarec Maieftati Relationé facit Ferdinandus
Cortefius illius Prafectus, & iuftitiaMaior in hac
44 Noua Maris Oceani Hyfpania, quemadmodi
Veftra Maieftas infpici iubere poterir, Nos enim
Maieftatis Veftre Officiales tenemur omniares
ferre, & computum dare deomnibus, qua euenere in his partis
bus, & in his litteris omnia trenfmittuntur & ea eft mera veritas,
& propterca non eft necefle, ut nos diffufius fcribamus, Sed ome

nia R elationi dicti prafecti remittemus., .

€ Inuiciffime, ac Catholice Domine, Deus omnipos
potens Vitam, & Regalem Maieftaus Ves
fisx perfonam, & portentifiimum
Statum conferuet, auge
atqg cil incres
mento
ma
ior Res
‘gnorum, Dominio
tumcg , ut Regale cors
fuum defide
rat,

Ex Cuyoacan, die Decimaquinta Menfis
Maii, M. D. XXII,
€[ Potentiffime Domine Veftre Cafarg Maicftatis
Humiles ferui, & Vafalli,qui R egales Maieftaris
. Veltr Pedes, & manus deofculantur,
@ Iulianus Aldercte, AlphonfusdeGrado, Bernardinus Vaz *
2 quezde Tapia.

s, e e

ImprefTum In Imperali
Cuuitate Norimberga,
Pet Difcretum, & proui
dum Virum Feederica
Arthemefium Ciuem
ibidem, Anno Virs
; Finci partus Mil
efimoquingente
{imo yigelimo
quarto,

Hernan Cortés, Tertia Ferdinandi Cortesii
... in nova maris oceani Hyspania generalis
praefecti praeclara Narratio. Nuremberg,

Friedrich Peypus, 1524. 1 Latin edition of the
third letter. 286 x 194 mm, 56 leaves.

Cortés’ expedition ranks as one of the more
dramatic and improbable chapters in
American history. Cortes himself is known
for his leadership, vision, and cunning.

His letters were directly addressed to the
King, asking to be acknowledged for his
successes.

Rare in commerce
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Johannes Honter, (Atlas minor) Circuli spaerae [sic] cum wv. zonis. Zirich, [Christoph

Froschauer, 1548-1552?]. 190 x 143 mm, 16 leaves, printed on one side only, 3 illustrations, 12
maps, including a cordiform map of the world. - Rare in commerce.

The humanist polyhistor Johannes Honter (1498-1549) was the author of an extremely
popular geographical schoolbook, the Rudimenta cosmographica.
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Johannes Honter, (Atlas minor) Circuli spaerae [sic] cum wv. zonis. Ziirich, [Christoph Froschauer,
1548-1552?]. 190 x 143 mm, 16 leaves, printed on one side only, 3 illustrations, 12 maps, including a

cordiform map of the world. - Rare in commerce.

Most celebrated is the cordiform world map where South America is separated from North
America, which is called Parias.
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e \ j 2[R R\ OB Sebastian  Miinster,  Cosmographei  oder

beschreibung aller linder, herschafften, fiirnemsten
en, geschichten, gebreiichen, hantierungen etc.
L N 1 drittem mal trefflich sere ... gemeret und

e Q:OTWQ l) mit hiibschen figuren unnd landtaflen

, ; AEZ PN , Heinrich Petri, 1550. 5t German,
odey bcfcﬁzctbung aller lan 4= the updated and enlarged version, 330 x

| Yere hetfBaffeen - fiinemften % 8 + 1237 pp., . 900 illustrations, 14

1 flettensgefchichtens gebretiche/hanticrungen ec. ich _ ps.
':umbzsmnmaltrcfﬂicbftrcburcbbtba[hanum .
SNunficrii gemerceond gebefert/in weldeliche vnd

natuslichen hifforien. & off einncuiws mit hiib= )

fehen figuren vnnd landtaflon gesicrts funderlichen = - g»raphm

aber toerden dar in contrafhetct fchs vnnd vicrsig AT N .

fict/onder welché bey decflig auf; Teufchermation | /418 ias YA l description of the entire world

nach jrer gelegenheit dar sitfomme/ vnd vor . ' : . )
e fltten oberfeiten Do bin fampt i-H poch-making achievement. Sebastian

s sin bt " ] (1488-1552), professor in Basel since
Gseevucke 40 %Gfd. , made it foremost into a work of
istoriography.

is a great historico-

[ts enormous success made it for decades a
‘housebook’ of historical and geographical
knowledge to a wide circle of readers.



s erff getteral-inbaleend Sic befcGreibung vond den cirefef es gantsen axdeveisfs vHO moves,

Sebastian Miinster, Cosmographei oder beschreibung aller linder, herschafften, fiirnemsten stetten,
geschichten, gebretichen, hantierungen etc. Jetz zum drittem mal trefflich sere ... gemeret und gebessert
.. mit hiibschen figuren unnd landtaflen geziert. Basel, Heinrich Petri, 1550.

With separate sections on the Holy Land, Africa, Asia, and the Americas - titled Von den
neiiwen inseln with relations of the voyages and discoveries of the early explorers, like
Columbus, Vespucci, Magellan, etc.).



s cift detteral inbaleend Sic befcGaeibing

N =y Aa

Sebastian Miinster, Cosmographei oder beschreibung
aller lander, herschafften, fiirnemsten stetten, geschichten,
gebreiichen,.. zum drittem mal trefflich sere ... gemeret
und gebessert ... mit hiibschen figuren unnd landtaflen

geziert. Basel, Heinrich Petri, 1550. 5% German
edition, the 1°¢ of this considerably enlarged version.

The Cosmographia is profusely illustrated with town
plans and views, portraits, costumes, mining
activities, cannibalism, natural history, etc. These
e are created by Hans Holbein, Urs Graf, Hans R.
ﬁ Z ,;;E;%’!-";‘ Manuel Deutsch, David Kandel, and others. The

1550 edition includes numerous views and plans of

o v@?g Facish] ] European cities.
: -éé ¥ 2NN s - -
E% 4 ' : The double-page maps drawn by Miinster himself,
=4 : ? include two world maps: Terra florida (North
America) and America wvel Brasilii ins. (South

America).

Whereas manuscripts remained private, by 1550
the art of printing had brought the discovery that
rocked the world into so many more households.
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